Create Dedicated User for
Gitea

Benefits of Creating a Dedicated User and
Group (gitea):

1. Isolation: By creating a separate user and group ( gitea ), you isolate Gitea's files and
processes from other system users and applications. This isolation enhances security by
limiting access to Gitea-related resources only to the gitea user and group.

2. Security: Assigning specific permissions to the gitea user and group allows you to control
exactly what Gitea can access and modify on your system. This reduces the risk of
unintended modifications or security breaches.

3. Standardization: Using a dedicated user and group ( gitea ) for Gitea installations
promotes consistency and standardization across different deployments. It simplifies
management and troubleshooting, especially in environments with multiple applications
and users.

4. Compatibility: Many applications and services, including Gitea, are designed to run
under a specific user and group for optimal compatibility and security configurations.

Steps to Create gitea User and Group:

Here's how you can create the gitea user and group on your system:

1. Create the gitea Group:
sudo groupadd -r gitea

e -r flag creates a system group, which is often preferred for service-related accounts.

2. Create the gitea User:

sudo useradd -r -g gitea -d /var/lib/gitea -s /bin/bash gitea

e -r flag creates a system user, suitable for service accounts.



e -ggitea assigns the gitea group as the primary group for the user.
e -d/var/lib/gitea specifies the home directory for the gitea user (adjust as needed).
e -s/bin/bash sets the default shell for the gitea user (adjust as needed).

3. Set Permissions:

Ensure that directories and files relevant to Gitea (e.g., /var/lib/gitea , /data/gitea , or specific paths
you use) are owned by the gitea user and group ( gitea:gitea ). Adjust permissions as necessary to
allow Gitea to read, write, and execute where required.

Example Usage in NFS Setup:

e NFS Server: Set permissions and ownership ( chown and chmod ) for directories shared
with NFS to be accessible by the gitea user and group.

e NFS Client (Gitea Server): Mount NFS shares using options ( uid , gid ) that correspond
to the gitea user and group ( gitea:gitea ), ensuring that Gitea has proper access to the
shared directories.

Conclusion:

Creating a dedicated user and group ( gitea ) specifically for Gitea installations enhances security,
isolation, and compatibility with other services. It’s a recommended practice to follow when setting
up applications like Gitea on your system, ensuring clear separation of privileges and streamlined
management. Adjust configurations based on your specific deployment needs and security policies
to achieve optimal performance and security for Gitea and other applications.
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